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About YES Campaign

Launched by 1600 delegates from 120 countries; the YES Campaign is a response to the enormous global challenge of youth unemployment. In over 70 countries, YES is bringing together diverse stakeholders through its Country Networks to take actions that result in productive and sustainable employment for youth. YES works with national and global partners to develop and deploys effective programs that realize the following goals:

1. Develop capacity of youth to lead in-country youth employment initiatives

2. Promote (in-country) youth employment to address key development challenges

3. Build in-country coalitions to develop national strategies addressing youth unemployment
Our Challenge - consider this:

· World population has reached 6 billion. One billion are young people between the ages of 15 - 24 years, out of which 850 million are living in developing countries.

· Over the next three decades the global labor force between the ages of 15 - 24 will increase in sheer numbers by another 1.2 billion. Most of this growth will be in developing countries. 

· One of the greatest challenges facing the world is to generate productive work opportunities for the young people in developing countries and enhancing the skill level of youth in developed countries.

· Out of 6 billion of us, 1.3 billion live on less than a $1 a day, and 3 billion under $2 a day.

About EDC

The YES Campaign is a project of Education Development Center, Inc. Housed at EDC’s head office in Newton, MA, YES HQ is a part of a large non-profit research and development organization that is improving the health and education for individuals of all ages around the world. Founded in 1958, EDC is a pioneer, continually building bridges between research, policy and practice. EDC is currently managing 325 projects in over 40 countries that, through award-winning programs and products, strengthen nearly every facet of society, including early child development, K-12 education, health promotion, workforce preparation, community development, learning technologies, basic and adult education, institutional reform and social justice.

YES Actions to Promote Youth Employment Generation:
To meet the challenge of providing sustainable livelihoods for a rapidly growing population of young people, the YES Campaign Committee has formed an alliance of governments, NGOs, the private sector, education and training institutions and other stakeholders, both at a global and national level.

Hosting global Summits in Egypt, India and Mexico, from 2002-2004 respectively, YES aims to focus world attention on the crisis and opportunities of youth employment. The Summits are a Forum for bringing ideas and innovations to meet the challenge, and for organizing partnerships to take the actions needed. YES continues its campaign by urging governments, the UN system, the private sector, NGOs and other key stakeholders to take the actions promoted in the Framework for Action, and join the Global Alliance for Youth Employment. In addition, YES also focuses its efforts on five key sectors - Renewable Energy, Water and Sanitation, On/Off-farm Rural Development, Information and Communications Technologies and HIV/AIDS.

At a global level the YES Campaign is engaged in the following activities:
Outreach and Engagement:

· Building strategic alliances and fostering partnerships 

· Seeking and developing programs
· Communicating information about youth employment and the YES Campaign through newsletters, press releases, the website, electronic discussion groups, toolkits, and publications 
· Convening Global Summits, organizing regional and national training workshops and Forums
Knowledge Development:

· Designing and implementing youth employment pilot projects centered around the Campaign’s five key sectors
· Conducting policy analysis and publishing policy briefs

· Managing the Global Knowledge Resource (GKR) a resource database and communication medium where all stakeholders of youth employment can share and access innovative initiatives, useful toolkits, and comprehensive research and publications
· Managing the YES Academy, a hub for youth employment initiatives located in India 
Capacity Building:

· Supporting the formation and development of YES Country Networks, youth-led entities comprised of diverse stakeholders groups committed to the issue of promoting youth employment 
· Supporting the YES Country Networks in the following activities:

· Consultations - Hosting national level consultations with governments, private sector, academic institutions, education and training organizations and NGOS and youth groups to build the national coalition for youth employment
· Partnership Building: Building partnerships for developing and implementing projects
· Action Plans: Preparing country action plans and reports to inform stakeholders
· Entrepreneurship Development: Promoting an entrepreneurial culture through workshops and materials; developing programs to provide business development services to young people; working with banks and government agencies to provide credit and to provide credit and other services to youth.
· Understanding Markets: Understanding the needs of the market place and creating products and services to serve the market and to help in enterprise development
· Mobilizing Resources: Building the capacity of YES Network leadership to identify needs, develop projects, build partnerships, mobilize resources and implement projects. 
· Build Absorption Capacity: Working to make the YES Networks sustainable and effective and able to absorb the resources available for its development.
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